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ABOUT THE NUJS-CSLP 

 

The NUJS – Centre for Sports Law and Policy (CSLP) was established in 2019 under the 

guidance of Our Vice-Chancellor Prof. (Dr.) N.K. Chakraborty and Professor (Dr.) Lovely 

Dasgupta with the objective of fostering a culture of innovation, legal scholarship, and 

policy-making in the domain of Sports Law and its many interactions with the subjects. 

The Centre aims to fill the void in the area of Sports Law and Policy at the national and 

international level by working on contemporary sports issues. This Centre will harness 

the potential of NUJS to contribute to the research and thought leadership of Sports 

Law. 

This discourse on law and policy will go a long way in bringing change in society, one 

step at a time. We hope that the posts published on our blog will continue to uphold the 

objectives of the Centre and further encourage research in the field of Sports Law and 

Policy making.  
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WORDS FROM OUR CENTRE COORDINATOR 

Prof. (Dr.) LOVELY DASGUPTA 

Associate Professor, Law and Coordinator NUJS-CSLP 

The year 2020 has been eventful as well as unique. For 

the year 2020 belongs to that rare category of time 

zones that has tested humans. These testing times had 

its impact on sports and that too significant. The News 

snippets presented in this document tries to give a 

glimpse into the world of sports afflicted by Covid-19. 

This picture is not all about gloom and doom. It also reflects the ability of sports to fight 

back and emerge unscathed and the attempt of NUJS-CSLP is precisely to spotlight 

sports in all its glory. The glorification is though tempered by a significant amount of 

research. 

The present document is the outcome of the research put in by the contributors. This 

research attempts to present a holistic picture of sports during Covid-19. The document 

is aimed at being both informative as well as presenting the challenges faced by all 

involved in sporting activities. Hope this document prepared by NUJS-CSLP achieves its 

purpose. 
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JULY 2020 

FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND THE BLACK LIVES MATTER MOVEMENT- AN OVERLOOK 

OF JADON SANCHO 

 ~Anoushka Biswas 

Opinions and their expressions are omnipresent in sports. With the ongoing Black Lives Matter 

Movement, athletes and their freedom of speech has gained momentum as well. The Bundesliga 

witnessed the display of Jadon Sancho’s undershirt, which said, “Justice for George Floyd” after 

scoring a goal for Borussia Dortmund.  

Though the referee booked Sancho, he was not punished for his actions despite Bundesliga 

regulations prohibiting slogans; it’s a question where the line needs to be drawn when 

expressing opinions and free speech. Law 12 of The International Football Association Board 

(IFAB), the rule-making body for football, states that players will be cautioned for “removing the 

shirt or covering the head with the shirt.” 

The German Football Association (DFB) issued a 

statement affirming that the quartet will not face any 

disciplinary action. This applies to other players who 

intend to show their support to any anti-racism 

campaigns as it doesn’t fall foul of FIFA’s political 

gesture restriction. Dr. Anton Nachreiner, the DFB 

chairman, clarified it wouldn’t be political as the 

German governing body will support the players, 

which believes in these values. 
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NADA LAUNCHES ITS FIRST MOBILE APPLICATION   

~Syamantak Sinha 

The National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) launched its first mobile application, NADA India App. 

It aims to provide information about prohibited substances and their inadvertent use. It is an 

essential step towards dope-free sports. Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju unveiled this app.   

 “It is a crucial step for Indian sport because we are working 

towards clean sports and the first step in that direction is to 

create awareness and provide relevant, accessible 

information to athletes so that they know which medication or 

substances are not to be used by them. With this app, athletes 

can check for themselves the list of prohibited substances and 

don’t have to depend on anyone else for assistance” Rijiju said during an online launch of the 

app.    

The app aims to make information on banned substances, and their inadvertent use more 

accessible. It also has comprehensive information about whether a specific commonly-

prescribed medicine contains any substance that is prohibited by Nada, which assists athletes 

and coaches to decide which medicines athletes can consume if they are unwell. It also ensures 

a smoother, faster process of dope test for athletes by facilitating doping control officers to 

record their availability to conduct a test through this app. This application will definitely help 

bridge the huge gap that exists between the athletes and NADA.   

MANCHESTER CITY’S CHAMPIONS LEAGUE BAN OVERTURNED 

~Aaryan Mithal 

After an appeal to the Court of Arbitration of Sports (CAS), Manchester City’s UEFA Champions 

League ban was overturned with them being allowed to contend in the 2020/21 season and the 

fine being reduced to 10 million euros. 
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They had earlier been punished in February for breaching the Financial Fair Play regulations 

that are required to be followed before entering European club competitions and failing to 

cooperate with the investigators. The club had been held guilty of “overstating its sponsorship 

revenue in its accounts and in the break-even information submitted to UEFA between 2012 and 

2016.”  

However, the verdict delivered stated that this was not proven as the allegations by the 

Adjudicatory Chamber of the Club Financial Control Body were either not fully established or 

were time-barred. The fine only resulted from violations that had 

obstructed the body’s investigations. This comes at a time where 

overspending by elite football clubs to stay afloat in football’s top 

competitions has been questioned as it has created an uneven 

contending platform. Manchester City have spent around 832 million 

Euros since Pep Guardiola took charge in the 2016/17 season and this 

decision further raises eyebrows. For Manchester City, however, the 

verdict brings in much needed relief as European football is a major attraction for prospective 

transfers and the existing players at the club. After losing out on the Premier League title the 

previous season, there was an existing threat of their current stars leaving the club. Further, 

the revenue loss from not participating in European football would have amounted to over a 100 

million euros, causing a major blowback to the club’s finances. 

THE FORMULA ONE 2020 SEASON BEGINS 

~ Arya Kant 

After a much awaited and delayed start due to the pandemic, the 2020 season of the Formula 1 

Championship began in July, with ten teams taking part in the season. The month of July saw 

three grand prix conducted. The season opener in Austria was won by the Finnish Mercedes 

Driver Vallteri Bottas. The next race took place in the same Red Bull Ring of Austria, under the 

name of the “Styrian grand prix”, which was won by Bottas’ Mercedes counterpart Lewis 

Hamilton. Hamilton went on to clinch the last race of the month as well, the Hungarian Grand 

Prix.  
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The FIA released the race schedule of 2020 in the start of June 

with only 8 races scheduled to take place in the season as of now, 

covering six European countries viz England, Hungary, Austria, 

Spain, France and Italy. The FIA expects to add more races to the 

schedule, introducing new tracks in the calendar if need be. Most 

races are expected to be hosted by European countries only. All 

Formula One Grand Prix are to be supported by Formula two and Formula three races as well. 

A couple of weeks before the start of the season, the FIA also released the precautionary 

protocols to be followed during all race weekends. These include regular testing, chartered 

flights and private transfers between airports and event spots, virtual media interactions and 

minimised crew and race martial strengths. Naturally, the races will not be open to spectators, 

guests or partners.  

WISDEN NAMES RAVINDRA JADEJA AS INDIA’S TEST MOST VALUABLE PLAYER IN 

THE 21ST CENTURY 

~Syamantak Sinha 

Wisden magazine has named Ravindra Jadeja as India’s most valuable Test player in the 21st 

century. He is also rated as the second-most valuable Test player worldwide, only behind the 

Sri-Lankan legend Muttiah Muralitharan. Jadeja’s contribution to his team has been exceptional 

in every aspect of the game - batting, bowling, fielding as well as being a leader on the pitch. He 

is an all-rounder in every sense of the word.     

Wisden took the help of CricViz, a comprehensive AI-based 

tool to analyse his performances.  Every cricketer in the 

world has been awarded a rating based on their ‘match 

impact’ compared to their peers.  

Jadeja has picked up 213 wickets in only 49 Tests. He 

emerged as the second-fastest Indian to bag 200 wickets. 

The 31-year-old’s bowling average is 24.62, which is enviable even by the standards of the great 

bowlers in history. And his batting average is also impressive at 35.26.  His batting and bowling 
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average differential of 10.62 runs is second only to Jacques Kallis among players who have 

scored more than 1,000 runs and taken 150 wickets in this century.  Overall, he is an all-rounder 

of the very highest calibre and deservedly rated as the test MVP in the 21st century.   

LIVERPOOL FINALLY WINS ITS 1ST
 ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

~ Arya Kant 

After a wait of 20 years, Liverpool FC finally won their first English Premier League. This was 

the club’s 19th league title overall, remaining just one shy of Manchester United’s Record of 20 

League titles. Needing just six more points for the title after the league’s restart post the covid19 

suspension, LFC’s work was cut short when rivals and reigning champions Manchester City lost 

their match to Chelsea. 

Manager Jurgen Klopp stated that it was “an incredible and unbelievable joy”. He further praised 

his players for their yearlong effort and said it was “pure 

joy to coach them”. When Jurgen Klopp took charge of the 

team in 2015, after leaving Borussia Dortmund, Liverpool 

were placed tenth in the EPL. There were better and 

wealthier teams and thoughts of winning a title seemed 

fanciful. "We have to change from doubters to believers" is 

what were his words from this first interview as a Liverpool manager. Since then, Klopp has 

taken the team to two UEFA Champions League finals, winning one in 2019, a Europa League 

final, a close second finish in the league table in 2019, the Club World Cup, UEFA Super Cup and 

now the most coveted of leagues, the Premier League. 
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REAL MADRID CLINCHES 34TH LA-LIGA TITLE   

 ~Syamantak Sinha 

Real Madrid won the record-extending 34th La Liga title after defeating Villarreal. It was the first 

title win for Real Madrid after two long seasons of despair. Many 

believed that Cristiano Ronaldo’s departure from Real Madrid in 

2018 would see the collapse of the club. This nightmare almost 

came to be true last season. However, Zidane’s men completely 

turned things around at the club in the best way possible. After 

the win, Ramos hoisted the Liga trophy into the air at the empty Alfredo di Stefano stadium, 

where the Madrid side have been playing their final games of the season. The Los Blancos trailed 

rivals Barcelona by two points when LaLiga got suspended in March amid the coronavirus 

pandemic. Nevertheless, a string of laudable performances from Sergio Ramos, Karim 

Benzema, Luka Modric ensured a season-best 10-game winning run which catapulted them to 

the title. The side from the capital has now won the league eight times more than Barcelona.   

This La Liga triumph represented coach Zinedine Zidane’s 11th trophy during his managerial reign 

at the club, and just three shies of the club’s most successful coach, Miguel Muñoz. The club has 

won three Champions Leagues and two La-Liga titles under Zidane. “This is one of the best days 

of my life professionally. It’s another league title, after the confinement and everything else that 

happened. I wish we could celebrate with the fans. I’m sure they are delighted at home seeing 

their team win the league again.” - Zidane told a virtual press conference. 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI), the governing body for cricket in India was set 

up in December 1928. It was registered as a society, under the Tamil Nadu Societies Registration 

Act by a group of players at Delhi Roshnara Club to end the British monopoly in cricket. BCCI 

had 6 regional bodies as its first members. Today it has 30 full-time members, and is worth Rs 

3,308 crore. 
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AUGUST 2020 

INDIA – RUSSIA JOINT WINNERS OF FIDE (ONLINE) CHESS OLYMPIAD 

~ Samarth Sansar 

India along with Russia was declared joint winner of the FIDE Chess Olympiad held online 

between July & August, 2020. The Olympiad was conducted online for the first time by the 

International Chess Federation. The Indian team had qualified for the FIDE Olympiad’s final for 

the first time as well. 

Russia were initially declared winners 

after two Indian players, Nihal Sarin 

and Divya Deshmukh, lost out on time 

in the final after suffering a 

disconnection with the server. The 

Indian contingent appealed against 

the controversial decision which was 

overturned after FIDE president Arkady Dvorkovich decided to award the gold medal to both the 

teams. The Indian contingent led by young Vidit Gujrathi was represented by former world 

champion Viswanathan Anand, Koneru Humpy, D Harika, R Praggnanandhaa, Pentala 

Harikrishna and Divya Deshmukh. 

 A total of 163 teams of different divisions participated in the tournament which spanned over 

two months. The Olympiad was hosted by Federation Internationale des Echecs (FIDE) and 

hosted by Chess.com. The event was conducted online for the first time due to the Ongoing 

CoVID-19 global pandemic. 
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UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE FINAL: BAYERN MUNICH CLAIM THEIR SIXTH 

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE TITLE 

~Shreya 

Bayern Munich won their sixth Champions League title after registering a 1-0 win over Paris 

Saint Germain (PSG) in the final held on 23rd August 2020. With this title, Bayern Munich has won 

the title three times, and for a club to do so this is only the second time in the club's 120-year 

history. The match began with both sides playing 

aggressively but they managed to restrict each other 

from scoring a goal. Former PSG youth academy 

graduate Kingsley Coman netted the only goal scored in 

the match in the 59th minute. Kylian Mbappe saw two 

shots blocked and then Neymar saw his shot and follow-

up saved by Manuel Neuer. Following Coman's goal, Bayern Munich managed to defend the lead 

successfully and secured a win over the French side. 

Moreover, Bayern Munich have become the first team in the history of the most important club 

competition in Europe to win every game of the campaign on the way to the title. With their 11th 

consecutive win coming over PSG in the final, Hansi Flick's team have now also set the record 

for the longest consecutive winning run in the history of the Champions League. 

RONNIE O'SULLIVAN CLINCHES HIS RECORD 37TH SNOOKER RANKING TITLE 

~Ayush Agarwal 

The recently concluded World Snooker Championship, 2020 has left the snooker world in awe. 

As Ronnie made his record 28th consecutive appearance at the crucible arena, fans were seen 

cheered up as Ronnie looked in sublime touch. He powered through the first round of the 

tournament defeating Thailand’s Thepcahiya Un Nooh by 10:1, meanwhile setting the record for 

the quickest match ever concluded at the crucible with a time of 108 minutes. 
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He then defeated China’s Ding Junhui and Welsh Mark Williams by 13:10 each, steering into the 

semifinals to face Mark Selby, who also happened to be Ronnie’s toughest match in the 

tournament.  

Ronnie managed to claim the deciding frame by a very 

close margin, thus advancing to the finals to face 

Kyren Wilson, whom he defeated 18:8. Ronnie scored 

a total of 12 centuries in the tournament, most by any 

player in the tournament. This World Snooker 

Championship win was his sixth world title and his 37th ranking title in total, beating Stephen 

Hendry’s record of 36 ranking title wins, thus trying to end the debate of who is the greatest of 

all time (GOAT). However, it is worthwhile to note that Hendry has record 7 World titles to his 

name and Ronnie has just won his 6th World title. If he can manage to win another world title in 

the coming years, that would be the final nail in the coffin with respect to the debate of who the 

GOAT is.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

DID YOU KNOW? 

 On average, a football player covers 10km in a single match. 

 The FIFA World Cup is the most expensive sports trophy in the world, with an 

estimated value of $20 Million Dollars 

 The word football does not mean playing with the feet, it means the game is played 

on the feet and not on horseback. 

 After the Olympics did not permit professional footballers to participate in the games, 

FIFA established the World Cup. The first World Cup was held in 1930 in Uraguay; 13 

teams competed and Uruguay won. 

 Since 1982 at least one Bayern Munich player has been in the starting line-up in every 

World Cup final 
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SEPTEMBER 2020 

THE ANDHRA PRADESH GOVERNMENT PROMULGATES NEW GAMING ORDINANCE 

~Sourav Paul 

On September 25, The Andhra Pradesh Government passed the Andhra Pradesh Government 

Gaming (Amendment) Ordinance, 2020 to amend the Andhra Pradesh Gaming Act, 1974 and the 

act came into force with immediate effect. The Ordinance has brought online gaming under the 

ambit of the AP Gaming Act by including ‘cyber space’ within the definition of common gaming 

houses which was previously restricted to physical locations of online gaming centers. 

The Government of YS Jaganmohan Reddy has prohibited (i) collection or soliciting of bets; (ii) 

receipt or distribution of winning or prizes in money or otherwise in respect of any wager or bet; 

(iii) any act which is intended to aid, induce, solicit or facilitate wagering or betting or such 

collection, soliciting, receipt or distribution and 

(iv) any act of risking money or playing stakes or 

otherwise on the result of a game or an event 

including on a game of skill. Online gaming or real 

gaming falls under List-II (entry 34) of the Seventh 

Schedule of the Constitution of India. 

If the Andhra Pradesh state legislature fails to enact a law incorporating the provisions of the 

Ordinance or pass a resolution disapproving the Ordinance within six weeks from its 

reassembly, the Ordinance will lapse. 
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BLUETOOTH TRACKER USED FOR FOLLOWING SAFETY PROTOCOLS IN CRICKET BIO-

BUBBLES 

~Sourav Paul 

The location and movement of each player, support staff and others involved in the games, was 

monitored in real-time with sensors placed across 13 hotels, 3 stadiums, training grounds and 

buses ferrying the players, for the Indian Premier League (IPL) 2020, thanks to British tech firm 

Restra’s Bluetooth tracker.  

The Bluetooth tracker was worn by the cricketers around their necks at all times, except while 

training or playing to ensure no one steps out of the bio-bubble. 

This technology was also used for England’s home test series 

against West Indies and Pakistan earlier this year. 

Once the social-distancing rule is broken or if a person enters a 

non-designated zone, an alert is triggered immediately. The IPL 

is mandated to report any violation of this nature to the Indian 

Cricket Board, which has the authority to impose penalties on violators that range from six-day 

quarantine to suspension and even removal. However, the IPL does not have any dedicated 

policy for the use of player and related persons’ personal data. Considering India still lacks a 

dedicated data protection law, there is an urgent need to regulate the manner in which these 

entities use personal data of the players. 

PIERRE GASLY WINS ITALIAN GRAND PRIX 

~Akshat Sharma 

Pierre Gasly of AlphaTauri-Honda, who won his first Formula One, became the first French 

Formula One driver to win a race since Olivier Panis won the 1996 Monaco Grand Prix. The 2020 

Italian Grand Prix was a Formula One motor race that was held on 6 September 2020 in Monza, 

Italy. Since the start of the world championship era, no circuit has hosted more grands prix than 

Monza. The race was the eighth round in the 2020 Formula One World Championship.  
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The 2020 FIA Formula One World Championship was the motor racing championship for Formula 

One cars which marked the 70th anniversary of the first Formula One World Drivers' 

Championship. Lewis Hamilton and Mercedes entered the season as the reigning World Drivers' 

and World Constructors' champions respectively. This was the first race since the 2012 

Hungarian Grand Prix to not have a Red Bull, Mercedes, or Ferrari driver on the podium and the 

first not to be won by a driver from those teams since the 2013 Australian Grand Prix. 

DOMINIC THIEM WINS HIS 1ST GRAND SLAM 

~Akshat Sharma 

Dominic Thiem, Australian tennis player, won his first major title, defeating Alexander Zverev 

from Germany in the final, 2–6, 4–6, 6–4, 6–3, 7–6(8–6) to capture the Men's Singles tennis title 

at the 2020 US Open. He became the first player in the Open Era to win from two sets down in a 

US Open final.  

This was the first time in history that the US Open final was decided by a fifth set tie-break. 

Thiem's victory made him the first Austrian player to win a Grand Slam singles title since Thomas 

Muster at the 1995 French Open. Zverev became the 

youngest male finalist at a major championship since 

Novak Djokovic at the 2010 US Open. 

Other winners of 2020 US Open are- Naomi Osaka 

(Women's Singles), Mate Pavic and Bruno Soares (Men's 

Doubles), Laura Siegemund and Vera Zvonareva (Women's 

Doubles). The US Open is a hard-court tennis tournament which is played in the city of New York. 

It was founded in the year 1881. The 2020 US Open was the 140th edition and the 2nd grand slam 

of the year. Rafael Nadal the defending champion chose not to participate in this edition of the 

championship citing safety concerns due to the ongoing pandemic. 
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LAMINE DIACK: FORMER IAAF HEAD FOUND GUILTY OF CORRUPTION 

~Aaryan Mithal 

Lamine Diack, ex-head of World Athletics (Formerly International Association of Athletics’ 

Federation) has been jailed for a sentence of two years after being found guilty of corruption 

and money-laundering charges that were linked to the Russian doping scandal by a Paris Court. 

He was convicted of accepting bribes from athletes to cover up test rules and allowing them to 

compete in the London 2012 Olympics. He was also 

sentenced to a fine of 500,000 euros after being 

investigated for a period of four years by French 

authorities. Diack's lawyers said he was made a 

scapegoat and was "sacrificed in the name of political 

correctness". It was stated that they would appeal the 

judgment which in their view was “unfair and inhumane.” 

He will remain under house arrest pending the appeal, which could last months. 

His son, Papa Massata Diack, who was working as a marketing consultant to the IAAF, remains 

at the heart of this scandal as well. He fled to Senegal at the time of investigation and was tried 

in absentia with a sentence of five years in jail and a one million euro fine. The father, a former 

International Olympic Committee member, and son are also part of a second investigation on 

suspicions of corruption in the allocation of the 2016 Olympics to Rio and the postponed 2020 

Games to Tokyo. World Athletics released a statement which stated its disappointment with this 

incident but were grateful for the decisions against the individuals and consequences that they 

faced. The governing agency reassured that such an instance will not happen again after the 

2016 reforms that dealt with the review of financial and operational systems, compliance 

measures and the staff structure of the body. 
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LEGALITY CHALLENGE AGAINST DREAM 11: CLARITY ON REGULATIONS? 

~Ayush Agarwal 

Dream 11, India's premier online fantasy sporting platform, has remained as a hot topic primarily 

because of the two reasons- Firstly, it was the title sponsor of IPL 2020 and secondly, it is again 

being faced with a legal challenge. On September 3, 2020, an SLP was filed against the stated 

online fantasy platform by Avinash Mehrotra (a social activist 

and financial consultant) which is in opposition to the 

judgment of Rajasthan High Court which was delivered in 

February, 2020. The special leave basically aims on seeking 

clarity on the regulations which govern the fantasy sports. 

In furtherance of the plea, he stated that the “Online gaming and gambling, where the real money 

is involved, is a risk to society, and leads to hard-earned money being lost by a lot of people. 

This has serious social consequences, and should not be permitted till such time proper 

regulations are brought into force”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 

The square shape of the WADA logo background represents the customs and the rules that 

define sport. The colour black evokes neutrality and is the traditional colour of the referee. The 

“equal sign” expresses equity and fairness. The sign is depicted with a human touch to reflect 

the individuality of every athlete. The colour green evokes health and nature and the field of 

play. The “play true” tag line encapsulates WADA’s core value and a guiding principle for all 

athletes at every level of competition. 
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OCTOBER 2020 

TRANSGENDER WOMEN BANNED FROM INTERNATIONAL RUGBY 

~Soumya Ghosal 

In October, 2020, World Rugby became the first international sports governing body to institute 

a ban on transgender women competing in global competitions. While each country can 

determine whether to continue to permit trans-women to participate in domestic rugby 

competitions, they will not be allowed to partake in tournaments like the Olympics and the 

women’s Rugby World Cup. The Rugby Football Union of England has since confirmed that the 

guideline will not be implemented for national events. 

The official reason given for the decision was that 

participation of trans-women meant the risk of “significant 

injuries when tackling cis-gender women”. The Body’s 

reasoning is that there is new research available to show 

that trans-women retain significant physical advantages by 

the virtue of their birth-assigned gender, which is in contravention with the current International 

Olympic Committee policy. The current policy, which is applied across almost every sport, 

declares that such advantages were negated when trans-women lower their testosterone levels 

to 5 n/mol for at least 12 months.  

At a time when the world of sports, and the world at large, should be striving to be more 

inclusive, this decision runs the risk of becoming a dangerous precedent and cause further 

prejudice against an already marginalized community.  
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DANISA DENMARK OPEN 2020 (BADMINTON) 

~Hardik Batra 

After postponement of several tournaments owing to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Danisa 

Denmark Open finally led to the resumption of BWF World Tour of 2020. The tournament was 

held from 13th to 18th October, 2020 in Odense, Denmark. Japanese shuttler Nozomi Okuhara won 

the Women’s Singles title as she defeated the Olympic Champion Carolina Marin of Spain in the 

finals. Further, in an all Danish Men’s Singles final, Anders Antonsen clinched the victory over 

Rasmus Gemke in a close contest. The Men’s Doubles title was bagged by Marcus Ellis and Chris 

Langridge of England who also became the first English pair to win the Denmark Open in 45 

years. Yuki Fukushima and Sayaka Hirota of Japan clinched the 

Women’s Doubles title while the German pair of Mark Lamsfuss 

and Isabel Herttrich stood victorious in the Mixed Doubles 

Category.  

The tournament had a total purse of $750,000 and the winners in 

each category bagged $52,500. The Indian team’s performance was not at par as Kidambi 

Srikanth, the best performing Indian shuttler at the tournament, lost to Chou Tien Chen (Chinese 

Taipei) in the Quarter Finals of the Men’s Singles category.  

HARDIK PANDYA TAKES A KNEE IN SUPPORT OF THE #BLACKLIVESMATTER 

MOVEMENT                                       

~Hardik Batra 

Indian Premier League (IPL) team Mumbai Indians’ star all-rounder Hardik Pandya became the 

first player in IPL 2020 to take a knee expressing his support to the Black Lives Matter 

Movement. His gesture aimed to protest against the widespread racial discrimination prevalent 

throughout the world. This noble effort came during Match 45 of the season wherein Mumbai 

Indians were playing against the Rajasthan Royals. The charismatic all-rounder scored a 

magnificent 60 out of just 21 balls in that match.  
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In the 19th over, after reaching his half century, he went down on a knee and raised his right arm 

to show solidarity with the BLM movement against systemic racism. Jason Holder, West Indies 

skipper and Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH) all-rounder had earlier expressed disappointment over 

the fact that the movement was going unnoticed by the prominent league. 

This particular gesture called ‘Taking a Knee’ had started in 

cricket for the first time during the West Indies v. England test 

series as a protest against the killing of Afro-American 

George Floyd by an on-duty white police officer in 

Minneapolis, U.S.A.  

  

WOMEN’S CRICKET MARKS THE LATEST ENTRY TO 2022 COMMONWEALTH GAMES 

~ Samarth Sansar 

The official daily schedule of the 2020 Birmingham Commonwealth games was released earlier 

in October. In the 11-day schedule, 19 games in total are to be contested. Interestingly, Cricket 

will make a comeback into CWG ’22 after twenty-four years. The last edition where Cricket 

featured was in 1998 at Kuala Lumpur where the South African men’s team clinched the gold 

medal. 

In the upcoming edition women’s cricket will make its debut to the 

games which will feature eight international teams. Further 

Beach Volleyball and Para Table Tennis are the two new games 

added to the programme. The ICC will be responsible for the 

competition terms and the conduct of cricket, by way of providing 

match officials and ensuring matches are played as per the laws of the game. All eight match 

days will be held at Edgbaston Cricket Ground, which also hosted the Men’s Cricket World Cup 

in 2019. 

  



 

VISIT US AT: https://cslpnujs.wordpress.com/ 
 

21 THE NUJS-CSLP NEWSLETTER 

THE NEW EMPLOYMENT RULES OF FIFA SEEK TO PROTECT MATERNITY RIGHTS OF 

FEMALE FOOTBALL PLAYERS 

~Shreya 

The governing body of FIFA is preparing to make it mandatory for the football clubs to allow a 

minimum of 14 weeks of paid maternity leave at least tantamount to two-thirds of the player’s 

full salary. Certain other reforms pertaining to the rights of female players have also been put 

forward by FIFA’s Football Stakeholders Committee (FSC). FIFA has also stated that on their 

return to work after maternity leave, there will be an obligation on the concerned club to 

reintegrate the female player into the football activities and provide adequate medical facilities. 

It is known that many players are already protected by their respective country’s employment 

law, Europe being one of the examples. However, FIFA now aims to create ‘new global minimum 

standards’ for female players all over the world. The regulation further aims to set deterrence 

for the clubs who terminate the player’s contract on being pregnant, by imposing fines or 

compensation amount on the clubs and leagues, and being banned from the transfer market for 

a year. Sarai Bareman, FIFA's Chief Women's Football Officer, said that “in order to accelerate 

the professionalization of the women's game, which is one of our strategic objectives, it is really 

important that we evolve and adapt the regulatory framework around the game at the same 

time.” The rules are expected to be approved by the FIFA Council next month and would take 

effect on 1st January 2020. 

RAFAEL NADAL WINS THE FRENCH OPEN FOR A RECORD 13TH
 TIME 

~Mohammed Khalfan 

In a ruthless display that shocked spectators inside the stadium as well as fans watching around 

the world, Spanish second seed Rafael Nadal comprehensively outclassed first seed Novak 

Djokovic 6-0, 6-2, 7-5 in the men’s singles final in just two hours and forty minutes. The final, 

which many expected to be a close affair, was anything but, as Nadal broke Djokovic in the very 

first game of the match. The manner in which Nadal ultimately dispatched the second seed Serb, 

however, stunned fans and commentators alike, many of whom had actually given Djokovic a 

slight edge before the match. 
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With this historic victory, Nadal broke his own record for most number of French open men’s 

singles titles in the Open and moved level with Roger Federer’s record of twenty Grand Slam 

victories (the most in the Open era in the men’s category). During the post-match presentation 

ceremony, a visibly emotional Nadal underplayed the significance of having matched Roger 

Federer’s tally and called for people to stay firm in their resolve against the coronavirus 

pandemic, stating that he hoped things would get back to normal very soon. 

RUGBY FOOTBALL UNION ALLOWS PARTICIPATION OF TRANSGENDER WOMEN – A 

DEVIATION FROM THE WORLD RUGBY TRANSGENDER GUIDELINE, 2020 

~Sakshi Agarwal 

World Rugby released the World Rugby Transgender Guideline in October 2020. It prohibits 

transgender women from participating in women's rugby at international fronts. This move was 

warranted after the latest science unleashed the increased danger of significant injuries upon 

women while competing with transgender women because of the latter's biological makeup. 

However, the Rugby Football Union (RFU) emphasized the lack of evidence with the World Rugby 

to put a blanket ban on participation of transgender women, thus, allowing transgender women 

to play women's rugby at all domestic fronts in England. The RFU is currently analyzing the 

evidence relating to safety concerns that the World Rugby has provided for. However, these 

safety concerns cannot be seen in isolation with the issue of inclusivity of the LGBTQ+ 

community in sports. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 The Commonwealth games was first held in 1930, and, with the exception of 1942 and 

1946, has taken place every four years since then. The Games were known as the British 

Empire Games from 1930 to 1950, the British Empire and Commonwealth Games from 

1954 to 1966, and British Commonwealth Games from 1970 to 1974. Although there are 

currently 54 members of the Commonwealth Nations, 72 teams participate in the Games, 

as a number of dependent territories compete under their own flags. 
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NOVEMBER 2020 

INDIAN SUPER LEAGUE (ISL) 2020-21 SCHEDULE ANNOUNCED, FIRST MAJOR 

SPORTING EVENT POST LOCKDOWN 

~ Samarth Sansar 

Football Sports Development Limited (FSDL) on Friday announced the first 11 rounds of fixtures 

for the 2020-21 Hero Indian Super League (ISL). Marking the return of the first major live sporting 

action in the country, the 7th season of India's premier football league kicks off with the 

defending champions ATK Mohun Bagan squaring off against Kerala Blasters FC on Friday, 

November 20, at the GMC Stadium, Bambolim, Goa. 

Hero ISL embarks on a unique season with the entire league 

to be played behind closed doors under a bio-secure bubble 

in Goa across three venues — JL Nehru Stadium (Fatorda), 

GMC Stadium (Bambolim), and Tilak Maidan (Vasco). With SC 

East Bengal's inclusion, the expanded league will feature an 

unprecedented 115 games, up from 95 last season. All 11 

clubs play each other in a double round-robin format. The top 4 clubs on the points table at the 

end of the regular season qualify for the playoffs.  

The schedule for the remaining 55 league matches will be published in December post clarity on 

calendar dates of Asian Football Confederation (AFC) Competitions matches. 

MERCEDES RECORD-BREAKING TRACK RUN 

~Archit Rohit 

Lewis Hamilton won the championship of The Emilia Romagna which was held at Auto Drome 

Enzo e Dino Ferrari in Italy. This is his 93rd Formula One career victory, which also led Mercedes 

to make history in the formula One by becoming the first team claiming the record of seventh 
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consecutive constructors’ title just in its’ 11-season return to F1 as a team owner in 2010. His 

teammate Valtteri Bottas finished second position in the race, 

and Daniel Ricciardo shared the podium by winning the third 

position for Renault.  

Post the incredible record-breaking achievement by 

Mercedes, Lewis Hamilton was delighted with his team and 

expressed some generous words for them. 

“THAT’S FOR ALL THE KIDS OUT THERE WHO DREAM THE IMPOSSIBLE” - LEWIS 

HAMILTON AS HE BECOMES SEVEN-TIME WORLD CHAMPION 

~Arya Kant 

These were the words by an emotional Lewis Hamilton on his team radio after winning the 

Turkish Grand Prix, clinching his 7th Formula 1 World Championship and equaling Michael 

Schumacher’s tally for most championships won. This was his 94th Grand Prix win, having 

already broken the records for most wins and pole positions.  While already having equaled the 

record, Hamilton seems set to break this record and extend it further.  

This was his fourth consecutive and sixth overall title with Mercedes AMG, after having won his 

first with McLaren in 2008. The British driver made his F1 race debut in the silver McLaren 

Mercedes in the 2007 Australian grand prix, having joined as the GP 2 winner in 2007, winning 

his first race in Canada the same season.  He is a major 

activist for the fight against racial discrimination and has 

been a core part of F1’s “Race against Racism” campaign. 

 At the age of 35, he still seems as sharp as ever and 

could easily carry on in the sport for atleast the half of this decade and with exactly three more 

grand prix left for the season, his eyes would surely be set for three more race wins, to end his 

season at a sensational tally of 97 F1 wins, edging even closer to the sensational, never achieved 

100 mark.  
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 FORMULA 1’S DECISION TO HOST SAUDI ARABIAN GRAND PRIX FOR 2021 SEASON 

COMES UNDER SCRUTINY 

~Aaryan Mithal 

Formula One have confirmed that Saudi Arabia would host its first race next year from 

November 26-28 at the port city of Jeddah. This has been considered a controversial move as 

human rights organisations like Amnesty International, have alleged that this is a part of the 

kingdom’s ‘sports washing’ plans.  

Sports washing refers to hosting a sports event and associating with reputed sports team to 

improve a nation’s image to attract positive headlines. Sports 

has a huge reach across cultures and is therefore being used 

extensively by the nation in an effort to present themselves 

as a progressive and modern country. In 2016, Prince Salman 

ordered the country’s sports’ governing body to set up a 

sports development fund in order to boost the sector. The F1 

fraternity has not spoken up yet and have not aired any criticism about this move. However, 

some like Mercedes’ Toto Wolff have said that this can have a positive effect as well and that 

one has to start somewhere to make things better. Only time will tell how things pan out as 

stakeholders interact through discourse around this issue and whether the event will only act 

as a façade for Saudi Arabia’s violations or will potentially bring in much needed social reform. 

SOUTH KOREAN COURT ORDERS COMPENSATION AGAINST PROMOTER AS CRISTIANO 

RONALDO BENCHED 

~Aaryan Mithal 

In a friendly between the Italian Side, Juventus and the K-League all-stars team in July, Cristiano 

Ronaldo was made to sit on the bench with a sold-out crowd of 65,000. The match promoter, 

Fasta, had advertised that the Portugese Striker was assured to play. The tickets ranged from 

30,000 won to 400,000 won and were all sold out within a period of three minutes. The Seoul 
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Central District Court of South Korea has ordered Fasta to refund half the ticket’s worth and an 

extra 50,000 won in compensation to each of 162 plaintiffs who had sued the promoter. 

 “The defendant has contractual obligations of Ronaldo playing in the game 

barring any unforeseen circumstances” the court docket stated, in its 

judgment. Further, it was stated that the fans who had come with the 

expectations of Ronaldo playing suffered “emotional distress”. No order 

was made against the footballer and the club, despite South Korea's 

professional football governing body of the K-League sending a letter of 

protest to Juventus for violating the contract. Lawyer Kim Min-Ki who filed 

the lawsuit, said "Fasta misled and used the fans of Cristiano Ronaldo for their own benefit. To 

the fans of Ronaldo, this is equivalent to losing the player whom they would have admired and 

supported their entire lives".  

THE ALL INDIA FOOTBALL FEDERATION’S EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HAS APPROACHED 

SUPREME COURT TO SEEK EXTENSION OF TENURE 

~Shreya 

The 4-year tenure of the present All India Football Federation (AIFF) Executive Committee is set 

to end in the month of December 2020. The committee headed by Praful Patel has moved an 

application before the Supreme Court in order to seek continuation of the present executive 

committee. The move came after the Court appointed administrators failed to draft a new 

constitution containing provisions regarding conduct of elections for the body, without which an 

election would be impossible. The AIFF has announced that its Annual General Meeting will be 

held on 21 December, 2020 and had there been a constitution to regulate the elections, the new 

committee would have been elected the same day but presently, in absence of a constitution, 

election seems unlikely. The present AIFF president, Praful Patel, who has held the post for 8 

years now, since 2012, would have been ineligible to contest re-election as he would have 

exceeded the limit prescribed by the National Sports Courts.   

In November 2017, the Apex Court had appointed a committee of administrators comprising 

former chief election commissioner, S Y Qureshi and former Indian skipper, Bhaskar Ganguli to 
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formulate the constitution of the AIFF in consonance with the Sports Code. The administrators 

were to draft the constitution in eight weeks and an extension was granted by the Apex Court in 

February 2020 on appeal by the administrators as well. As per the committee, the court-

appointed administrator’s committee is yet to finalize the constitution for the federation, the 

present committee led by Praful Patel has approached the Apex Court seeking continuation of 

the committee till a new executive committee is formed pursuant to an election conducted in 

accordance with the new constitution. The contention with this whole situation remains that the 

Court-appointed administrators are refuting the claim of AIFF as they claim to have submitted 

the final draft of the constitution to the Supreme Court in January 2020. Also, they are also 

refuting the AIFF’s claim that the administrators have sought more time to prepare the draft 

constitution. 

STAR INDIA ACQUIRES CRICKET SOUTH AFRICA’S MEDIA RIGHTS TILL 2020 

~Mohammad Khalfan 

Star India has acquired Cricket South Africa’s media rights till the end of the 2023-24 season. 

The three-year contract is set to commence with the upcoming England-South Africa white ball 

series scheduled for November. The agreement with Cricket South Africa (CSA) grants Star 

access across digital and linear mediums and guarantees at least 20 bilateral matches against 

the visiting Indian team – the first of which will come as early as next year, when the two teams 

square off in three Tests and three Twenty20 Internationals. 

The three-year deal is expected to feature 59 home games of South Africa, across all formats 

of the game and will include several potentially lucrative series – featuring teams such as India, 

England and Australia. The deal adds to Star India’s already impressive portfolio which also 

holds the global rights for ICC, BCCI Cricket and the Indian Premier League. Representatives of 

CSA as well as Star India sounded optimistic about the agreement. Notably, the deal also covers 

International cricket matches played by the Momentum Proteas as well as CSA’s domestic men’s 

franchise matches. 
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DECEMBER 2020 

FORMULA ONE DRIVER ROMAIN GROSJEAN’S VICTORY IN THE MACABRE DANCE 

WITH DEATH 

~Akshat Goyal 

During its golden-era, in the 60s and 70s, Formula One used to witness an average of two 

fatalities every year. However, there have now been rampant revisions in regulation and policy 

changes that have brought down the cost of human life significantly. Nonetheless, the violent 

and horrific crash of Romain Grosjean serves as a sharp reminder of the risk these brave drivers 

and stewards face in their daily profession.  

In the first instance of such a violent crash resulting in a fireball since Imola in 1989, the incident 

at Bahrain GP stunned the F1 community entirely. The 

Frenchman slid off the track, his Haas getting sliced off into 

two pieces by the metal barrier and then erupting into a violent 

conflagration as Gosjean scrambled out with the fire roaring 

behind him.  

The same race saw the Racing Point of Lance Stroll flipped upside down. Majority of the F1 

community seem confident that the halo device, introduced amid substantial controversy in 2018, 

saved Grosjean’s as well as Stroll’s life. The wishbone-shaped titanium structure that drapes 

even around the driver’s skull with the primary aim of protecting a driver’s head in case of an 

accident looks to have taken the brunt of the metal barriers. 

There were complaints during its inclusion that it was counter to the spirit of the sport and that 

it undermined Formula One being an open-cockpit formula. Other criticisms stated that it was 

‘aesthetically unappealing’ and added unnecessary weight. Now various F1 celebraties whom 

initially resisted the Halo, commended the essential role the Halo played in saving Grosjean and 

Stroll’s lives.  
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DANCE IS NOW OFFICIALLY A SPORT IN PARIS OLYMPIC 2024!  

~Priyansh Aggarwal 

'Breaking' gets the International Olympic Committee (IOC) official nod for introducing Dance 

Sport in Paris Olympics, 2024. Break-dancing or 'Breaking' moved to the Olympics after its first 

introduction in summer Youth Olympics 2018 in Argentina. The 

teenage participants (B-boys and B-girls) did a one-on-one 

contest to run up for the medal tally. The format for the sport 

suggests the individual battle contest between 16 B-boys and 16 

B-girls.  The IOC's executive board, responsible for taking 

decisions concerning the event organization, was now observed 

to be more inclined to seek equal participation from both men and women.  

Out of the five newly included sports in Japan Olympics, Surfing, Skateboarding, & Sports 

climbing have also been confirmed for the Paris Olympics. The remaining two being Karate and 

Baseball/softball, are yet to be confirmed. Meanwhile, the preparation for hosting the Japan 

Olympics, 2020 is now taking advancements that were delayed due to the Pandemic caused by 

Covid-19 and are now expected to be held from July 2021. 

THE RODCHENKOV ACT AND THE INTERNATIONAL ANTI-DOPING FIELD 

~Srihari Mangalam 

The United States President has recently signed off on the Rodchenkov Act, named after the 

Russian whistle-blower Grigory Rodchenkov. The Act was first introduced in the United States 

House of Representatives on 29th January 2019 and was unanimously passed by the United 

States’ Summit Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation on 16th November 2020. 

President Trump assented to the enactment on 4th December, 2020 and gave it the force of law. 

The Act, ever since its introduction, has faced large scale criticism from various international 

organizations. 
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The global anti-doping field sees the introduction of the Act as an exertion of the United States’ 

jurisdiction. The short seven section piece US legislation, covers 

criminal penalties for doping related activities and practices 

extra territorial jurisdiction for the same. The Act holds US based 

provisions applicable on international athletes and mandates 

regulatory laws as per US standards.  

Ironically, it does not apply to Major league professional sport and US college competitions; 

despite the generally broad and undefined jurisdiction clauses. The World Anti-Doping Agency 

has expressed concerns that the Act would destabilize the global anti-doping stance by 

allocating an inequitable amount of power to US lawmakers and enforcers. The Act currently 

seems like an effort to assert criminal jurisdiction beyond territorial boundaries.  

JEHAN DARUVALA BECOMES FIRST INDIAN TO WIN FORMULA 2 RACE 

~Atrijo Banerjee 

Indian motorist Jehan Daruvala created history by becoming the first Indian to win a Formula 2 

race. He won the Sakhir Grand Prix in Bahrain on 4th December 2020. He is a member of Carlin 

Motorsports. The 22 years old beat F2 champion Mick Schumacher 

and Daniel Ticktum in a nail-biting finish. The race saw an intense 

battle as Ticktum seemed desperate to win the race. Eventually, with 

about ten laps left, Daruvala made an excellent move to get past 

Ticktum and went on to solidify his lead. 

Although Daruvala won the final race, the Indian has had an average season. He finished 12th in 

the Driver’s Championship. He also faced technical problems in the first half of the season. He 

has stayed with Carlin for post-season training and intends to stay in Formula2 for another 

season before negotiating for a Formula1 spot. 
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UKRAINIAN TENNIS PLAYER BANNED IN MATCH FIXING CASE 

~Atrijo Banerjee 

The Ukrainian tennis player Stanislav Poplavskyy was given a lifetime ban by the Tennis Integrity 

Unit (TIU) on Friday. He was also fined $10,000. The TIU told that Poplavskyy had been accused 

of match-fixing and courtsiding activities on multiple occasions 

between 2015 and 2019. Courtsiding involves the transmission of 

live scores during the match for betting and is prohibited. 

Poplavskyy, who has the highest ATP ranking of 440, has admitted 

all the charges against him. 

The TIU, formed in 2008, is responsible for the monitoring of match-fixing in tennis. It is 

headquartered in London and can impose fines, bans, and sanctions to execute its duties 

GANGULY AND SHAH LIKELY TO CONTINUE AT BCCI FOR NOW 

~ Atrijo Banerjee 

On December 9 the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India decided that it would hear the appeal related 

to the proposed amendments of the BCCI constitution on the third week of January. The court 

also disposed of 102 applications on the case. Ganguly and Shah are set to continue till the apex 

court issues its verdict on the matter though their terms are over according to the BCCI 

constitution.  

According to Clause 6.4 of the BCCI constitution, an office-bearer who has held any post for a 

period of six years either in a state cricket association or 

in BCCI (or in a combination of both) shall have to 

complete a cooling-off period of three years before being 

eligible participating in elections again. Ganguly and Shah 

had completed their tenures in July and May, respectively. 

The BCCI had gone to the court with proposed 

amendments that would enable the duo to stay for a more extended period. 



 

VISIT US AT: https://cslpnujs.wordpress.com/ 
 

32 THE NUJS-CSLP NEWSLETTER 

The BCCI constitution had been drawn up by the court-appointed Committee of Administrators 

(CoA) based on the recommendations of the committee led by RM Lodha. It was approved by the 

court in February 2019. 

WORLD CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP TO HAVE TITLE SPONSOR NEXT YEAR 

~ Atrijo Banerjee 

FIDE, the world chess regulatory body decided to get a title sponsor for the World Championship 

to be held in Dubai next November. This is the first deal of this kind in chess. This idea was 

proposed by the economist and grandmaster Ken Rogoff who is a part of the FIDE commission 

on Global Strategy. This deal is expected to be attractive for companies who seek to promote 

their brand by partnership with chess. Earlier the world championship was funded by donations 

from patrons and some agencies. This move will provide a much-needed impetus to the FIDE in 

a time when the world economy is suffering due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Earlier this year chess.com had acquired the broadcasting rights of the championship match to 

be held between Magnus Carlsen and his challenger. These new moves will increase 

transparency in the administration of the game and help it to reach out to a wider audience. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 Lewis Hamilton is the first driver in the history of F1 to have made the podium after 

starting 20th place or lower at least 3 times.  

 He is the only driver in the history of the sport to have won at least one race in each 

season he has competed to date, with McLaren from 2007 until 2012, and with Mercedes 

since 2013. 

 Basic cost of an F1 car is over $7 million, each vehicle has 80K assembled components. 

They can accelerate from 0 To 100 MPH and hit back to zero Within 4 Seconds. Gears 

are changed 50 times faster than you can blink 

 An Average F1 Driver Loses 4 KGS Per Race due to G-Forces and heat along 2 litres of 

water. 
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OBITUARIES 

ARGENTINEAN FOOTBALL LEGEND DIEGO MARADONA PASSES AWAY 

The end of November left the whole footballing world in sick after the sad demise of one of the 

greatest if not considered the greatest to have ever played the sport, Diego Maradona. At the 

age of 60, Maradona was still one of the most active members of the football community, acting 

as an ambassador for campaigns of various organisations like the FIFA and the UEFA 

Having made his debut for Argentinos Juniors in 1976, ten days before his 16th birthday, the young 

boy had already started catching the eyes of many. He moved to the biggest stage of world 

football – Europe, after the 1982 World Cup, for a then record 

transfer fee. His injury laden two season stint in Barcelona 

wasn’t the best part of his career but he still managed to pull off 

a remarkable 22 goals tally in 36 club appearances, earning him 

another world record transfer to Napoli in the summer of 1984. 

In his 7 years at Naples, he led the team to their first Italian 

league title, the first ever to be won by a team from the South side of Italy, breaking the club 

record for the highest number of goals in the process. In his honour, Napoli retired the number 

10 jersey later.  

One of the most coveted players in international football, a member of a group of very few to 

have won the Golden Ball along the World Cup. His performance in the 1986 World Cup win still 

remains considered the best individual tournament performance ever. While the whole world 

mourns for this loss, El Diego’s memories will stay forever in every football fans’ heart. 
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FORMER AUSTRALIAN CRICKETER, DEAN JONES, DIED OF A HEART ATTACK AGED 59 

Jones was in Mumbai as part of the commentary team at Star Sports for IPL 2020 when he 

passed away on Thursday, 24 September. Dean was a prolific batter playing in 52 Tests and 164 

ODIs and was part of the 1987 Australia team who won the ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup. He had 

a significant impact on the game of cricket as a player, as an advocate for the development of 

the sport as a coach and latterly in his role as a broadcaster.  

He retired from international cricket in 1994, but went on to 

play first-class cricket till the 1997/98 season. After his 

retirement, he pursued an interest in golf. He went on to 

coach New Zealand, Afghanistan, and teams in leagues in 

Pakistan, India and Bangladesh. He was also was  regularly 

present in commentary boxes around the world. 

REMEMBERING PAT PATTERSON 

The wrestling community lost a pillar on 2nd December 2020 when the famous star Pat Patterson 

breathed his last at the age of 79. Patterson was suffering from a blood clot, which resulted in 

liver failure. 

Patterson was born in a French-speaking family in Canada on 19th January 1941. He made his 

wrestling debut in Montreal at the Palais des Sports for 

promoter Sylvio Samson in 1958. In 1962 he emigrated to the 

United States. In 1965 Patterson was hired by Roy Shire for his 

event Big Time Wrestling. It was here that he first attained fame 

as a part of The Blond Bombers. After two decades of career at 

the age of 38, he joined the WWF in 1978. Here Paterson’s 

matches against Blackburn in 1979 were some of the best of his career. Another notable game 

of Patterson’s career was his “Alley Fight” against Sgt. Slaughter in 1981. Patterson retired from 

wrestling in 1984.  After retirement, he began assuming an essential role in backstage 

management. He played a significant role in the development of several future stars. He also 

appeared as a referee in many matches. Patterson was inducted into the WWE’s hall of fame by 

his fellow wrestler Bert Hartin 1996. In 2016 Patterson published his memoir Accepted: How the 
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First Gay Superstar Changed WWE.”  in which he acknowledged his sexuality and discussed the 

problems he faced because of that. 

Paterson is credited for creating the highly successful Royal Rumble format in 1988. He will be 

remembered for his contribution in shaping modern professional wrestling. 

ITALIAN FOOTBALL MOURNS FOR A HERO’S DEATH 

While the world of football was already mourning the loss of Diego Maradona, it suffered another 

setback in the form of the passing away of Italian football legend Paolo Rossi. Rossi led Italy to 

their 1982 FIFA World cup win, their first in almost fifty years, grabbing the golden ball and the 

golden boot with six goals in the process.  

One of the most prolific strikers in his time, the 1982 Ballon d’Or 

winner is considered amongst the greatest players to have played 

for Juventus FC, sharing his name with likes of Cristiano Ronaldo, 

Zinedine Zidane, Gigi Buffon and Andrea Pirlo. Rossi had a 

decorated football career, clinching both divisions of the Italian 

League, the Coppa Ittalia and European Cups. Considered “A man 

who turned into a beast in big games”, apart from being a star 

striker, Rossi carried an ability to carry and uplift his entire team himself, giving his club and 

nation immortal moments to remember.  

In his last years, Rossi preferred slipping out of public domain and spending time with family, 

stepping out time to time for television punditry. His departure united the whole of an already 

grieving footballing world into remembering the 1982 World Cup.  
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LIVERPOOL TENNIS LEGEND ANGELA BUXTON PASSES AWAY 

Buxton was a doubles partner and lifelong friend of Althea Gibson. Buxton won the women’s 

doubles alongside Gibson at both Roland Garros and Wimbledon in 1956, 

the latter of which was the first All England Club title to be won by a 

British-Jewish player. However, her career was cut short at the age of 

just 22 due to a serious hand condition. Her impact on the sport continued 

far beyond her playing days, she was an early pioneer of equal rights and 

herself faced anti-Semitism throughout her career. She was one of the 

first athletes to be inducted into the International Jewish Sports Hall of 

Fame in 1981, and also wrote several tennis books. Her books include- Winning Tennis: Doubles 

Tactics and Starting Tennis. Buxton was also inducted into the Black Tennis Hall of Fame in 2015 

for her bond with five-time Grand Slam singles champion Gibson, which remained strong long 

after their playing days. She passed away at the age of 85. 
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 AARYAN MITHAL 

 AKSHAT GOYAL 

 AKSHAT SHARMA 

 ANOUSHKA BISWAS 

 ARCHIT ROHIT 

 ARYA KANT 

 

 ATRIJO BANERJEE 

 AYUSH AGARWAL 

 HARDIK BATRA 

 MOHAMMAD KHALFAN 

 PRIYANSH AGGARWAL 

 SAMARTH SANSAR 

 

 

 SAKSHI AGARWAL 

 SHREYA 

 SOUMYA GHOSAL 

 SOURAV PAUL 

 SRIHARI MANGALAM 

 SYAMANTAK SINHA 
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 AARYAN MITHAL 

 ARYA KANT 

 AYUSH AGARWAL 

 SAMARTH SANSAR 

 SHREYA 

 SORIEN PANDIT 

 SRIHARSH RAJ 

 

 ARYA KANT 

 PRANEETA TIWARI  

 SAMARTH SANSAR 

 SHREYA 

 


