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CAA,NPR AND NRC: CONFUSION AND CONNECTION 

- Bhimesh Singh* 

Abstract: 

The NPR is a register of inhabitants of India where the enumerator gathers segment and biometric 

information of people living at the spot of identification for a half year or more.Is the as of late passed 

Citizenship Amendment Act identified with NPR? The appropriate response is both yes and no.THE 

NRC KNOT The NPR was initially scheduled to be set up between April 2020 and September 2020, 

and be prepared in front of the Census 2021.The two procedures include entryway to-entryway 

identification yet NPR varies from the Census as in its goal is to have an extensive character database 

of those dwelling in India.Basically, NPR directed as per the Citizenship Amendment Act 2003 will 

frame the key informational collection for both Aadhaar and NRIC. BACK TO PROTESTS OVER 

CAA The across the country NRC, however reported by Union Home Minister Amit Shah in 

Parliament as of late, isn't yet informed by the legislature.The current NPR practice was gotten under 

way after the Narendra Modi government chose to refresh the NPR initially made after the Census 

2011. 

 

I. CAA, NPR AND NRC: CONFUSION AND CONNECTION 

We, the individuals of India" mean residents of India. This resident of India is characterized, 

recognized, confirmed and recognized from infiltrators under a lot of three laws: the Citizenship Act 

of 1955 (altered commonly; the most recent adaptation rose in the ongoing Winter Session of 

Parliament), the Foreigners Act of 1946 and the Passport Act of 1920. Each non-resident living in 

India is an infiltrator, in the event that she isn't a visitor or ambassador, since India doesn't have a law 

to characterize an exile. Tibetans, Sri Lankan Tamils and some other named gatherings of outsiders 

are evacuees as the administration of the day concurred them that status.  
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The Foreigners Act makes it an obligation of the legislature to remove all infiltrators or unlawful 

outsiders out of India. Since there is no law, there is no precise gauge of what number of unlawful 

foreigners are living in India. Evaluating the quantity of illicit foreigners resembles speculating the 

measure of dark cash available for use in the Indian economy - the cash exists, however it is out of 

authentic figuring and consequently subject to theory.  

The present story started with the Narendra Modi government pushing the Citizenship Amendment 

Bill (presently an Act) in Parliament, which passed it on December 12. During the dialog on the 

Citizenship Amendment Act, Union Home Minister Amit Shah reported that the administration 

would bring an across the nation NRC (National Register of Citizens).  

The Assam experience has been terrible with reports about an enormous number of bonafide residents 

having been let alone for the NRC, and there is still no lucidity about what number of illicit settlers 

were recognized in the activity, which basically requested that each occupant demonstrate her Indian 

citizenship.  

 

II. CENTER SHIFTS: CAA TO NPR  

While the column over the Citizenship Amendment Act carried a huge number of individuals to the 

lanes - with fights turning fierce at numerous spots - a new debate emitted over the refreshing of the 

National Population Register (NPR). The West Bengal and Kerala governments reported suspension 

of NPR work. The NPR is a register of inhabitants of India where the enumerator gathers segment 

and biometric information of people living at the spot of identification for a half year or more. 

Presently, this unforeseen development where non-BJP controlled states (which are never again a 

bunch) began to stop a progressing specification of occupants (NPR) process left many befuddled, 

with an opportunity to start meaning the Census moving toward quick.  

Is the as of late passed Citizenship Amendment Act identified with NPR? The appropriate response 

is both yes and no. There is no immediate connection. It relies upon how the administration chooses 

to utilize information gathered for NPR.  
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III. NPR, NRC AND A LAW  

Presently, how about we see the association that inconveniences those wary of the administration's 

move.It takes us to 2004, when another Citizenship Amendment Act had been passed - the Citizenship 

Amendment Bill 2003 - when the Atal Bihari Vajpayee government was in power. In the change to 

the Citizenship Act of 1955, a Section 14A had been embedded. Segment 14A identifies with issue of 

national personality cards.  

As per Section 14A of the Citizenship Act, "the Central Government may mandatorily enroll each 

resident of India and issue a national personality card to him." A similar Section 14A of the Citizenship 

Act says, "The Central Government may keep up a National Register of Indian Citizens and for that 

reason set up a National Registration Authority."  

 

IV. DISSENT AND POLITICS  

The association is that various social liberties activists, especially in Bengal regardless, began fighting 

the assortment of segment and biometric information for refreshing NPR. They asserted that the NPR 

was the initial move towards the National Register of Citizens (NRC) in Bengal.  

The BJP has been crusading for NRC in Bengal with the Mamata Banerjee government contradicting 

it intensely. Bengal, coincidentally, is evaluated to have more than 1 crore unlawful outsiders, a large 

portion of them traverse from Bangladesh over decades. Mamata Banerjee rushed to react to the claim, 

putting the NPR procedure to a stop.  

 

V. THE NRC KNOT  

The NPR was initially scheduled to be set up between April 2020 and September 2020, and be 

prepared in front of the Census 2021. Basis on the NPR has started is as yet in progress in a few states.  
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Allude to Section 14A of the Citizenship Act once more. This Section 14A gives the legitimate premise 

to NPR readiness and connections it with Census and NRC. It says that the Registrar General India 

will go about as the National Registration Authority and furthermore as the Registrar General of 

Citizen Registration. The catch here is that the Registrar General capacities as the Census 

Commissioner of India.  

This implies if the administration needs, anytime of time, the information gathered for the NPR might 

be legitimately utilized for NRC. By chance, the NRC discussion has contacted the crude nerve of 

crores of individuals. Those having a place with Muslim people group, specifically, are in a mess with 

numerous activists and ideological groups claiming that the Narendra Modi government is focusing 

on the network to advance the Hindutva plan of the BJP.  

 

What occurs in Census and what's going on in NPR process?  

The evaluation is decadal headcount in India. It includes a point by point survey planned for social 

occasion general information about the number of inhabitants in India. In Census 2011, the 

enumerator needed to fill 29 points of interest, for example, age, sexual orientation, conjugal status, 

occupation, religion, origination, inability, first language, and in the event that they had a place with 

Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe classes.  

The NPR procedure gathers segment and biometric points of interest of people. The two procedures 

include entryway to-entryway identification yet NPR varies from the Census as in its goal is to have 

an extensive character database of those dwelling in India. The Census doesn't distinguish people. Be 

that as it may, in Census 2021, this differentiation may never again exist as the administration is said 

to plan to direct it through a cell phone application. 

In addition, Census information are kept and kept up midway under the Registrar General of India. 

Be that as it may, when the NPR information are recorded and prepared, these subtleties would be 

kept and kept up in a populace register at levels of town or ward, tehsil or taluk (sub-region), region 

and state. Together, they will comprise the National Population Register with all information at the 

focal level.  
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Where does Aadhaar fit in?  

There is a little back anecdote about NPR and Aadhaar. The two were viewed as adversary extends 

under the UPA administration of Manmohan Singh. When NPR process started in the administration, 

P Chidambaram was the Union home priest, who pushed the populace register venture forcefully. 

Aadhaar was coming to fruition with similarly forceful push from that point Union Finance Minister 

Pranab Mukherjee (who later turned into the President of India - an improvement that saw 

Chidamabaram moving to the account service and furthermore a conclusion to NPR-Aadhaar 

competition).  

Both the NPR and Aadhaar ventures were simultaneously in progress gathering segment and biometric 

information. At first, both would be advised to and focused on conveyance of advantages and 

administrations to individuals as their goals. Crafted by the Unique Identification Authority of India 

(UIDAI) and the home service were seen as duplication and wastage of assets.  

The contention, be that as it may, finished in a trade off between the home service and the UIDAI 

where it was concluded that NPR and Aadhaar databases will be utilized for various purposes. Aadhaar 

will convey welfare administrations and NPR will be utilized for different motivations behind 

administration.  

It was additionally concluded that those as of now enlisted for Aadhaar need not give their biometric 

subtleties during NPR work out. The NPR information were to be coordinated with Aadhaar 

information for de-duplication. Be that as it may, the last equation gave NPR a high ground. It was 

concurred that in the event of error among Aadhaar and NPR information, NPR would win. Basically, 

NPR directed as per the Citizenship Amendment Act 2003 will frame the key informational collection 

for both Aadhaar and NRIC.  

 

VI. BACK TO PROTESTS OVER CAA  
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The across the country NRC, however reported by Union Home Minister Amit Shah in Parliament 

as of late, isn't yet informed by the legislature. Head administrator Narendra Modi on Sunday flagged 

a regressive advance on NRC saying there was no dialog on NRC in the bureau.  

The current NPR practice was gotten under way after the Narendra Modi government chose to refresh 

the NPR initially made after the Census 2011. Found with regards to the Citizenship Amendment Act 

of 2003, the NPR may prompt a NRIC.  

This is the place the Citizenship Amendment Act 2019 fans the fire. Pundits of the Modi government 

affirm the most recent correction will shield non-Muslim illicit foreigners while making enormous 

number of Muslims stateless individuals with an unsure future.  

It is maybe a first in quite a while's political history. The dissent against the Citizenship (Amendment) 

Act (CAA), 2019 has spread to pretty much every side of the nation, yet the explanations behind the 

dissent differ with the topography. Some are fighting in light of the fact that the CAA purportedly 

abuses the mainstream personality of the nation while others dread that it will imperil their phonetic 

and social character. However others accept that while the CAA itself is harmless, joined with the 

proposed across the nation National Register of Citizens (NRC), an activity that has run into 

contention in Assam, it will end up being an apparatus to prohibit the Muslim populace of the nation. 

That the Union government has been hit hard by this charge is obvious from the way that Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi has freely negated home pastor Amit Shah's attestation that an across the 

nation NRC will be set up by 2024.  

India is among the couple of nations on the planet that has neither a national evacuee security structure 

nor a movement strategy. India has likewise not sanctioned the 1954 UN Convention on Statelessness 

or the 1961 UN Convention on Reduction of Statelessness. It is under no commitment, in this way, 

to give rights set out in the shows to displaced people. It takes choices on conceding long haul visas 

to exiles basically on an impromptu premise. It has a few laws that oversee exiles, including the 

Registration of Foreigners Act, 1939; Foreigners Act, 1946; and the Passport Act, 1967.  

In India, while evacuees from neighboring nations (excepting Myanmar) can look for security 

straightforwardly from the legislature and are given documentation by the Foreigner Regional 

Registration Officers (FRROs), non-neighboring nations and Myanmar go under the UNHCR order 
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that surveys every individual shelter guarantee and issues an ID card to those perceived as displaced 

people subsequent to looking for biometric information for enlistment, trailed by a far reaching 

meeting by an UNHCR official. The entire procedure takes anyplace between a half year and a year. 

The administration presently permits outcasts, including Rohingya, with UNHCR IDs to apply for a 

"long haul visa", which the administration issues dependent upon the situation. Be that as it may, this 

doesn't make them Indian residents.  

In spite of the fact that this enactment covers outcasts from three nations, the indigenous individuals 

of Assam dread it will essentially profit illicit Bengali Hindu vagrants from Bangladesh who have 

settled in enormous numbers over the state. The Assamese dread that if citizenship is conceded to 

Bangla-speaking Hindu workers from Bangladesh, they will dwarf Assamese-talking individuals in the 

state. They refer to the case of Tripura, where Bengali-speaking Hindu transients from Bangladesh 

presently overwhelm political force, pushing the first inborn populace to the edges. 

Not at all like in the remainder of India, where individuals are scrutinizing the avoidance of Muslims, 

the Assamese don't need workers of any religion, regardless of whether Hindu or Muslim.  

The Assam NRC has an alternate authentic setting. The main NRC in Assam was set up in 1951, 

inferable from boundless claims of huge, unabated unlawful movement from Bangladesh. The main 

NRC was distributed by recording the points of interest of the considerable number of people 

specified in that year's statistics. The 1951 NRC found that about 1.5 million unlawful outsiders one-

6th of Assam's populace lived in the state. Nonetheless, there is no record of what befell those 

unlawful migrants. After three decades, toward the finish of a six-year-long fomentation in Assam 

against illicit foreigners from Bangladesh, the Union government and understudy pioneers marked the 

Assam Accord in 1985. As a feature of the understanding, the 1951 NRC would be refreshed. That is 

the reason individuals dwelling in Assam were approached to give archives demonstrating their 

association with those whose names showed up in the 1951 NRC. Since the Assam Accord 

acknowledged any unlawful transient entering the state before March 25, 1971, as a lawful Indian, 

records demonstrating association with anybody whose name highlighted in the voter records 

somewhere in the range of 1951 and 1971 were likewise acknowledged as evidence of citizenship.  

The Union home service had confined the principles for an across the country NRC in 2003, after a 

correction to the Citizenship Act, 1955. These guidelines completely express that the focal government 



JUSCHOLARS    Volume 1, Issue 2 
 
 

  

Page  47  
 

will, with the end goal of the NRC, do a house-to-house identification for assortment of determined 

points of interest identifying with every family and individual living in a neighborhood, the citizenship 

status. In this way, not at all like what many are guaranteeing, individuals won't be approached to 

submit records identified with their grandparents. Much the same as individuals present their 

personality cards or some other report for enlisting their names in the voter list or getting an Aadhaar 

card, comparable archives should be accommodated the NRC.  

Any record identified with date and spot of birth will get the job done as verification of citizenship. 

Be that as it may, the choice on what records will be worthy is as yet pending. They are probably going 

to incorporate voter ID cards, travel papers, the Aadhaar card, driving licenses, protection papers, 

birth endorsements, school-leaving testaments, reports identifying with land or home or other 

officially sanctioned archives. In the event that an individual is unskilled and doesn't have the 

applicable records, the specialists will permit them to bring an observer. The CAA will give citizenship 

to unlawful non-Muslim transients from three nations and who have entered India before December 

31, 2014. A legit NRC ought to reject illicit vagrants everything being equal. That, be that as it may, 

will rely upon the aim of the legislature and a structure that is impeccable, an immense test for Amit 

Shah. There is nothing incorrectly as such with the activity of identifying illicit transients independent 

of their religion-however to separate based on religion is against India's common ethos, particularly 

when the CAA doesn't determine that it will cover individuals who have confronted strict 

mistreatment, there is nothing amiss with checking the lawful populace of the nation. In any case, on 

the off chance that it turns into a reason for segregation or put to different uses, at that point it is 

unquestionably hazardous. Also, it will be a huge exercise given the size of our populace and different 

complexities. This was clear in Assam, where even authentic Indian residents got avoided and 

numerous unlawful transients supposedly, got included. Before the administration leaves on this 

activity, it additionally needs to set up an arrangement on stateless individuals. India doesn't have one 

yet, and keeping unlawful transients in confinement focuses is something the nation would ill be able 

to bear. 


